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OATH of ABJURATION, 
CONSIDERED, | 
In a L ET T E R to a FRIEN D. 


March 20. 1712. 

SIR, | | AR 
A HE long Correſpondance I have been favoured 
with, and the full freedom I have ſtill uſed 
with you, prevail with me to give my Sen- 
timents anent the Oath of Abjuration, now 
Impoſed by Authority of a Britiſb Parliament, 
upon the Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland, in 
that late AQ for preventing the Diſturbing of thoſe of the 
Epiſcopal Communion, . „ 

I am ſenſible of the Hazard of writing freely on this Head, 


m 


but your deſires are ſtill Commands to me; And when I 
cannot help thinking freely, I know not how to write other 
wiſe; the Foundations of my Sentiments, I leave to you to 
oughts with the ſame Candor 1 
when you are pleaſed to rectiff 
me, I ſhall heartily Renopgnce and give up what is wrong. 


examine, and expect your 
Communicate mine, nol 


The Import and weigh of an Oath is, what I know you 


have the ſame Sentiments of with me; And therefore 1 
entirely wave it; Only I wiſh the unaccountable frequency 
and multitude of publick Oaths be not an oe on I hope 


beſide the Deſign ot the Impoſers) of the taking. away of the 


% 


2 E te le nor hre Gy li, 
aft N cru 


— 


| 


Nebel ee. 


i Fd — «> 9 4 


Fear of an Oath & proſtituting the Conſciences of many in this 

Age, to the great and manifeſt hurt of the Civil Govern- 
ment and the leſſening the ſenſe of theſe Sacred Tyes be- 
tween Magiſtrate and Subject, and Man and Man : Whatſo- 
ever is more than Tea, Dea, and "Nay, HA), J do not fay is evil, 
but you will allow me with Chriſt to-lay, eometh of evil. 
our miſerable Breach of the firſt Contract and Covenant 
with our Maker, and the Deluge of Wickedneſs and Corrup- 
tion that came by it, is the occaſion of Oaths amongſt Men, 
and the method they have been uſed and are. at this . day 
impoſed, I muſt Hy is like to highten that which they are 
faid to he.deſigneFo prevent, and weaken the force of the 
Intervention of the Holy and fearful Name of the Lord, and 
render this Baſis of Humane Contracts precarious : may the 
Lord in his Goodneſs to Humane Society prevent this. 

My fears with reſpeCt:to this incline me, I confeſs to be as 
little involved in Publick Oaths as I may, eſpecially when 
they are mixed, dark, and involved; and relative to 
many. things, I'cannot be a Competent Judge of, and im- 
poſed with Penalties, that are exorbitant to ſome that may 
be called to take them, and may ſway not a few to talec 
methods that otherwiſe they would not fall in with, and 
muſt in leſs or in more Byaſs all, in their pondering the 
Matter of the Oath, unleſs Grace prevent it. | 


Had I lived in the Time of our Covenants, for as unſea- 
ſonably Zealous as yon have 72 me thought me to be, as 
to theſe Bonds, I could never have conſented to have forced 
People go take them, or annexed the taking of them to Of. 
fices or, Inheritances, or ſubjoined®Civil Penalties to them, 
and yet I do aver that they are far more plain and clear, 
than moſt of the publick Oaths that have. been fince ; and 
nothing is in chem, but what prior to the Oath was Moral, 


And 


* 


and. ſo of binding Obligation: future Contingence, I think, 
ſhould not bs made the object of any preſent Obligation, far 
leſs one ratified by an Oath, thoſe neither being in our power, 
nor properly what can be Sworn in Knowledge or Truth, 
Judgement and Righteoufneſs. | 3 
But that Lmay confine, my ſelf to this Oath now befòre me, 
I ſhall begin with ſome account of the way how this ' Oath 
being hatch't at firſt in Eugland, found it's way to Scotland, 
and then run through the Oath as it ſtands,  and:giye you 
my Remarks upon it, in all plainneſs. IHE 


FR 


Upon the firſt of theſe, I will not offer to enter upon the 
Secret or more open Hiſtroy of Publick Oaths, it would make 
but an Indifferent Figure, if written impartially; only it 1s 
what you have no doubt obſerved as well as I, that (upon 
what Grounds I ſhall: not fay ) thoſe that have been Ab- 
jured in England and Scotland formerly have ſt ill come in a- 
mong us: You know our Ancient Hiſtory better than I can 
pretend to, and fol. dip not into that; Henry the 8th',, Daughters, 
the Princeſs Mar, and "Elizabeth, were both Abjured: By the 
Tender in Cromwells days, the whole Race of the Steuats 
were Abjured. Reſiſtance of Princes, and taking up Arms 
upon any pretence whatſomever was by Oath Renounced; 
and yet this neither prevented the happy Abdicat ion, nor the 
the Glorious Revolution: And the Friends of the Pretender 
now Abjured, comfort themſelves wich the hopes of a new. 
Reſtauration from the News of this new: Abjuration; andic's* 
ſaid abundance of, his Abettors,-.have all the Diſpenſation the 
Chevalier can give, for the taking of this Oath, and make no 
Bonds of taking of it, in order: to get into places of Fruſt: 
But IThope the Lord will not ſhine upon the Counſel” of 
the wicked... „ | % TEE Tn : 
This preſent Aang framed in Exgland in en 
8 af? 


| C4 1 | 
of King William's Reign, for the Extinguiſhing the hopes of 
France, to palm a Popiſh Pretender upon thoſe Lands, Educate 
in all the Fineneſffes and Tyranny of Lewis the 147%. 


We heard little of it in Scotland, till we were Incorporate 4 


with England 1707, and whether the delay was from the ſtirr 
the Commiſion of the Aſſembly made anent it, and their 
Declaring ſomethings in it, as ſome think contrary to their 
Principles, or to make the Clauſe in the Act, ſaid to be for 
the Security of this Church, go down the better for a Seaſon, 


till it was time to explain it, whereby all Scotſinen are for 


ever to be keeped free from allOaths contrary toPresbyterianGo. 
vernment and their Principles, or what was the reaſon 1 
know not; but you will find that Exgland agreed to lay aſide 
the impoſing of that Oath upon Scotland till the Queen's demiſs. 
But in the beginning of the 1706, upon and after the at- 
tempt by the Pretender to land in the Firth of Forth, the 
Parliament took occaſion to oblige all the Officers Civil and 
Military to take this Oath, and accordingly it was taken by 
many, and you know there was a very conſiderable alterati- 
on in the Eyes of ſome made in the Oath then by the Im- 
poſers, and inftead of L I do faithfully promiſe to the outmoſt of 
wy Power to ſupport, maintain, and defend the Limitation and 
Succeſſion, as the ſame is, and ſtands limited by an Act, &c. ] it 
was altered, [ I do faithfully promiſe, to the outmoſt of my Power, 
to ſupport, maintain, and defend the Succeſſion Ml the Crown againſt 
him the ſaid James, and all other Perſons whatfſomever, as the 
fame ſtands Settled by an Att, & ci and as the ſame is, and ſtands 
fettled and entailled, &c.] how far this mends the Matter I 
may have Occaſion afterwards to conſider. 35 
I ſhall only remark, that upon this the greateſt part ofthe 
Magiſtrates in Burghs, and Members of Town-Councils, of 
the Gentry and Nobility in Scotland came to take the Oath; 


fond | and 


and when in the Sub- Committees of the Aſſembly, the fn 
and Duty with reſpe& to the Oath, came to be canvaſſed; 
the greateſt part of the Ruling Elders having taken it, ſtood 
up in defence of the Lawfulneſs of the Oath. _ 2p 
And now when by this late Act of Parliament it is brought 
to the Door of Presbyterian Miniſters, ye know its ſaid they 
are to be blamed if now they refuſe it: And yet were ſilent 
as to its Sinfulneſs when it was impoſed upon ſo many un- 
der their Charge, and when it was the Duty of faithful 
Watchmen, to have given warning as to ſin and Duty. 

I am now only upon the H iſtorical Account of the Riſe and 
progreſs of this Oath, and ſhall not take upon me the Vindt- 
cation of the procedure either of Miniſters in their private 
or more publick Capacity at that Time, any of their Num- 

ber will be a better Advocat for them than T: But becauſe 
the Circumſtances of that Time are either forgot or not 
known by ſeverals, I ſhall give you a hint of what I then 
Remarked, and apply it to the caſe now in hand. 120. 
The Presbyterian Miniſters were then, as JI ſuſpect they will 
be now, of different Sentiments and Opinions as to the Law- 
fulneſs of that Oath, according to the different Senſes in 
which they took up ſeveral Expreſſions of the Oath. 240. 
This Church and Nation were then in no ſmall Ferment 
and. Confuſion,. both by Reaſon of the vaſt Alteration, the 
Union, patched up the Year before, without any great Union 
in Affection, and by the preſent and imminent View of the In- 
vaſion; and it was the Opinion of many, That Miniſters ſhould: 
at that Juncture do nothing, that might be miſimproven to 
| highiten the Ferment upon Peoples Spirits. And it is very plain, 

zaly. That many took that Oath pretty heartily, and from 
the preſent Views of the Neceſſity of it, for — of the 


'Pefigns of a Fenchand Malignant Party among us, in Con- 
4 : "* * E c 4 158 : * 1K t | j 

junction with the Pretender, and liis bloedy Frenth and Triſh In- 
vaders then within Sight. 4thly. The Church by their Re- 


* 
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preſentative, the Commiſion of the Aſſembly 1706, had ma- 


terially given their Senſe of that Oath, as I may afterwards. 
ſhew; and the General Aſſembly had ratified what they had 


done, very ſolemnly, fo that Perſons needed not. to be much at 


A Loſs, as to the Mind of the Chyrch, . And 5 7. Fhe Alte- 
ration juſt now mentioned, andthe cafting'out the Limitation 


and puting in the Settlement and Entail in its room, was ſo 
plauſible, with reſpect to one conſiderable Scruple, that many 


I ſuppoſe went into the Oath, under the thoughts that it had 
no relation to the Conditions, but the Perſon. and Succeſſion of | 


Perſons. And where there were Doubts, 6rhly. T ſuppoſe few 


adviſed them, as a Caſe of Conſcience, with Miniſters, and 


theſe that did, no doubt received different Anfwers, according 


to the different Opinions Mipiſters had., 9rbly. And without 
acommon conſent among, Minifters,it was reckoned hy many 

very unſafe and unfit, at ſuch a Juncture, to have vented their 
private Eight in their Sermons and Preachings; one who was 
for the Oath, did utter ſomething in a very Publick Auditory, 
in favours of it; and another, as much aga inſt it, in another 
place: but the generality of Miniſters, at that time, did not 
"reckon it adviſable to come into Particulars: Indeed, S y. | 
Severals did, at that ſuncture, preach upon Oaths in the gene- 


ral, and laid down the Qualifications, of them from the Scri 
tures, and left it to their Hearers to apply the general Rules; 


and this was all they thought incumbent on them as Duty, in 


ſuch Circumſtances. 9thly. The General Afſembly*that Year 


1708, had that Matter of the Oath before them, and rea ſonꝰd 
and debated it in their Sub- Committees at ſome-lenpth;. hut 


found it not for Edification at that time, to come to any Pub- 


lick 
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flick Act anent it, finding Brethren of different Light, 'and 


that a Direct Act about it, could not but be the occaſion f 


great heat among themſelves, and a handle to bring in the Im- 
poſition of it upon the Miniſtry, Which then, -asat that Day, 


would have had no deſirable Conſequences. ' Yet aoly. Either 


that Year, or the following, if my Memory fail not, the Aſc 


ſembly inſtructed the Commiſſion, to ſend Commiſſioners to 
London, to obtain Redreſs, with relation to-Popery, Irregu- 


larities, and other things that are grievous to this Church: 
| Which laſt Clauſe. referred plaialy to the Oath of Abjuration. Laſts 


ly. Upon the, whole, its evident, that the Circumſtances are 
now much altered, from what they were four years ſince, in 
relation to this Oath, and the Church's procedure with re- 
ſpect to it, not only as its now impos'd on Miniſters, . but in 
Conjunction with the Act for tolerating the Fpiſcopal Clergy, 
and upon the back ot an Alteration in the moſt difficulting 
Clauſe in the Oath, after it was firſt amended. So that how- 
ever defendible or blamcable the Conduct of Preshyterian Mini- 
#ers may appear hitherto, under different views of it, yet the 
matter ſtands entire enough for the Cognizance of the next 


General Aſſembly, when it is particularly brought into their 


Door. | | | 
Which brings me back to the preſent Aa of this Oath, 
as now ordered to be taken, by an Act touched the end of 
the laſt Month; and with reſpect to the Hiſtory of this Im- 
poſition, JT ſhall remark as a Fandation of ſome Particulars, 
that may come in upon a ſecond General, ſome few things, 
you know no doubt better than I, 1. The Deportment of 
tne Church of Scotland, ſince our Incorporation with England, 
hath. been ſuch, as I doubt, if her greateſt Enemies have 
any thing to ſay againſt, as to her Carriage under many In- 
ſults, and unparalelled Attacks, they have managed very e- 

| venly 


1 
venly, and with that Regard theyo ed to the Queen, who from 
Time to Time repeated her Aſſurances to them of her Prote- 
ftion, and her Acknowledgemerit of her Satisfaction with 
their Management, when we were tl-reatned with the Inva- 
ſion, there were A1drefles full of Affection and Loyalty tothe 
Queen from all the Presbyteries almoſt of this Church and AC. | 
ſurances of ſtanding by the Proteſtant Succeſſion, which Her 
Majeſty was pleaſed to notice in her Letter to the Aſſembly 
1708, anda ſuitable Return was made in that Aſſembly, and 
in the very laſt Aſſembly 1711, an Act was paſſed, appoint- 
ing all Miniſters of this Church to pray publickly for the I- 
luſtrious Houſe of Hancver, and the Proteſtant SucceiFion. To 
fay nothing of the Caution the Aſſembly uſed in their Reaſon- | 
ings anent this Oath, and the Tenderneſs they entertained of 
doing any thing that might ſeem to highten the Ferment,that 
was among, many; none of thir could forebode any Thing | 
like a Suſpicion of this Church,that might be a Colour for the 
impoſing this Oath. But, 240. When the Queen ſaw fit to 
alrer the Servants and Miniſtry , ſhe had for long imployed 
to the Satisfaction of her Allies abroad, and many of her 
Subjects at home, and after a loud Cry had been raiſed of 
the Danger of the Church ofEzglazd,upon the juſt and ſoft Cen- 
ſure paſſed by Parliament upon that Tooll of the Flaming 
High Church Party Scheverel ; the Jacobite Party in Scot- 
land, envying the good Underſtanding that was between this 
Church, and her Majeſty, took Heart, and with a View to 
manage their Deſigns over the Water, ſet up mightily for 
the Erzliſh Liturgy and Chimmed in with many they al- 
legded to be their Friends in England; and being encouraged, 
by what they ſuppoſed favoured them, in the Deciſion made 
in the Upper Houſe, in Greenſbields Affair; they ſet up Meet- 
ing Houſes in many Places beyond Tay, this laſt Summer, 

cſpecial'y 


0. Y 
eſpecially? An Account of thei 
* Miniſters, and Inſults upon - Judicatories, would 
be too long, as is too black, to come in here; you remember 
the Reflection his Grace the Queen's Commiſſioner had upon 
the Throne, when he heard ſome Repreſentations of their 
Cruelty read before the laſt A ſſembly, that when he heard 


them, He imagined he had been in Tarky or Muſcovy, and 
could ſcarce have ſuſpected, that ſuch Barbarity could have 


been uſed in a Civilized Chriſtian Nation. This fame Party, 
who have given ſuch ſhreud Evidences of what they will at- 
tempt, when they have the Power in their Hand, raiſed a hea- 
vy Cry of Perſecution, and Oppreſſion in their Conſcience, 
and in Conjunttion, and very often Friendſhip with the Pa- 
piſts and popiſhly enclined in the North, were at great Pains: 
to ſetum their feparate Meetings; and Altar againſt Altar; in 
many Places; that they might appear to be conſiderable and 
bulky, in the Eyes of thoſe that are at Diſtance, and not ac4 
quaint with the Nature and Temper of the Party among us. 
And accordingly. 7 2 171 — D ee e 2s 1 39 
Do rio. They prev led to get a Bill, for the preventing of 
the Diſturbing of theſe bt the 3 Communion, brought 
in this Winter to tlie Houſe: of Commons, and the . Friends 
thereof the Epiſcopal Clergy,well appriſed of the principles 
ef thoſe, for whom the favour was to 23 took a par- 
ticular cateythart.it, ſhouldi not be Clõgged wN] ] haany- Chocking 
Oaths to them, and after they: had by theto . Numbers, rejeQ- 
ed all Amendments affered from the Claim of Right, and 
ſtanding Laws of this Church, in Favours of the Presbyterian 
Eſtabliſhment, aad refuſed to hear any Application from Mi- 
niſters then at Loden, ithe Hill was paſſectꝭ and iſent up. to the 
Lords: Atos Phe Higher Houſe when the Bill came to be con- 
ſidered, ſaw fit to add the Oath of Allegiance and this of Ab- 
juration. 'no#'oaly:1xpoh the Tolerated Clergy, hut upon the 
Eſtabliſhed W yet reſolved to make 


* 


; barbarous' Atrerupts upoa 


| 
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it as eaſy as might be, and (I ſuppoſe from the Articles of 
Union agreed to hy our Parliament.) altered the ward f AS J 
unto [ WHICH } and made ſeveral other Amendments, from 
the Regard, by the Union, they judged themſelves obliged to 
have for our Church Conſtitution : Yet when the Bil}; 5to, 
as ſent down to the Commons thus Amended, tho at firſt 
the Perſons that brought it in, arè {aid to have reſolved to have 
wai''e rew Amendments, ieverer upon the Church of Scotland, 
than before (and that in order to drop the Bill being 

Importuned to this by. theExaucterat Biſhops and theirClergy, 
here, who plainly ſaw the Bill in this ſhape would but diſco, 
yer them in thei own Collours, yet upon ſecond thoughts 


they inſiſted only upon the reſtoring the [ AS ] as that, ſome of 


them reckoned, ſufficient to break the Miniſtry of the Church of 


Scotland; fo it was ſent up with this little great alteration. to 


the Houſe of Lords. Laſtly, the Lords after a pretty warm 
Debate, and the appearance of 8 or 10 Exgliſh Biſhops againſt 
this new Amendment, at length went into it by :a_ Diviſion 
of 56 to 40, and ſome attribute this to the Influence; a Depu- 
tation from a certain C b had upon a great Man, rivetted 
with an aſſurance, that if the Bill did not paſs ini this Form 
no Money was to be expected from them. This way this Oath 
hath made its way over the Border. Having given the Hiſto» 
Docs, 77 11G 5031 1 mo) otyz 5 oo 
Jo give you my remarks upon the Oath, as it now ſtands 
at the Door of every F rest yal ian Miniſter in Scotland: By my 
remarks upon it you will ſoon perceive, that I am much in the 
dark anent Miniſters, their taking this Oath; I ſhall not 


condemn thoſe that teem. to have fewer diſficulties anent it 


than I, but rather envy them; ſuppoſing and hoping they are 
Perſons that fear àn Oath, àndiof more ſulidity and inſight 
than I can pretend to; and if you be among this Number, I 
bope you will . Communicate your: Light with me. and 1 

piomite my ſelf wer much —— Wuür THONGS 
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3 
this way, I do not love Darkneſs for Darkneſs fake, but til 


| L underſtand it more than I do, I muſt continue in many 
Difficulties as to this Oath, and while they continue, the very 
Words of the Oath forbid me to take it. ä 3 
It is fruitleſs to divide and difſeR this Oath into its Aſſer- 
tory, Declaratory, Abjuratory, and Obligatory parts, indeed 


ſach a mixture of things in the Body of this Oath, do require 


very cloſe pondering, before it can be Sworn in Judgement. 
1! hall lay before you what things ſtraiten me as to it, more 
5 generally and more particularly in the different Clauſes and 
| Articles of it; you. will pardon the Method, for I know no 
+ other to follow, but juſt that which the matter offers unto me. 
I More generally Iam. at a loſs, how far it may be proper 
for Miniſters of the Goſpel, at this JunQure, to go into this 
Oath, when I conſider, . 1. The conſiderable Difficulties there 
are advanced again(t their having any publick Oaths impoſed 
upon them; not that I think it unlawful for them to take 
any Oaths to 4 Government, but I cannot help wiſhing 
4 that the Civil Powers conſidered the Circumſtance of Min! 
ff {ters more duely, than I am afraid they do, before they rank 
them with the reſt of the Subjects in every thing tbat is impoſ- 
ged. Tbeetgrhum ſäcerdotis was once it ſeems in greater re- 
queſſi than. it is now, and T hope there is as much Ground now 
Jas over to lay weight upon it; but when I conſider that their 
quite other work, hinders them from dipping into Civil De- 
gates, and enquir ing into the Rights of Princes, that they 
reach to the People their Duties to Magiſtrates, from the 
general Precepts bf the Word of GOD; that they pray for the 
Meen, and againſt a Popiſh Pretender, and for the Proteſtant 
pucceſſion :I think it Tooks like a very heavy imputation up- 
on their Sincerity, to conclude them under every Impoſit ion 
hat comes about, upon thoſe that have no Opportunities, ſuch 
s they have of an open and daily Teſtifying their Senti- 
L-ats as to their Loyalty. And this leads me, to obſerve, 240: 
B 2 | wy i” 


. | 
That. till after the Revolution I: do not find that any pub- 
lick Civil Oath was put upon Presbyterian Miniſters, fo ten- 
der were our Kings and Parliament of their Character; not that 
I would any way reflect upon King William, who many ways 
Feſttfied his pecnliar regard to the Miniſters of this Church | 
when once he had Experience of them; but the Circumſtan- | 
ces of that Time, did ſome way oblige him to this ſtep* his 
Lenity and deſire after Peace, made him allow theſe that 
had ſerved under Prelacy, and would give Evidences of their 
Affe K ion to the Government, and were free from Scandal, 
and not Ig norant nor negligent to continue in their Charges; 
and as a Feſt to them, he impoſed the plain and fimple Oath of 
AVepiance: and that they might have no ground to fay he wass 
partial tothem, he likewiſe laid it on the Presbyterian Mi- 
niſters, of whoſe affection F ſuppoſe he did not at all doubt. 

But thir two Remarks lead me. (3) To think, that the Impoſiti- 
on of this Oath, at this Juncture, ſuppoſes a jealouſie of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Miniſtry , eſpecially after they haye taken the Allegi | 
ance and Aſſurance, which if there be any / how groundleſs it 
vs, is more than evident to all that know them.) Tea, (40Its be- ; 
ing impoſed. upon them in this Act, for preventing, & r. ſeems to 
hy rhe Presbyterian Miniſters, & thoſe of the Epiſcopal perſua-| 
fion upon the ſame Bottom, and the Enemies of the Eftabliſh- 
ed Church will ſay, the Queen and Parliament have the ſame 
Sentiments of both, which I reckon very hard upon the Re- 
purarion ofthe Presbyterians It is well known that theGenerz- 
lity of the Tolerated Communion, and their Preachers, are 
a vowed Friends of him whom they call the firſt Prinee of the 
Blood, that all King Milliam' time they refuſec the Oath; 
and have not changed their Principles ſince, tho there may be 
ſome Variation in their practice, they are, generally ſſ aking 
Arnti-Revolutioners. And it ſeems verv hard to Homologate 
any Suppoſit ĩon, that the Eſtabliſhed Miniſtry are of thei 
Semiments- 5. How far any Miniſters taking this Oat! 


ma 


A: i» 
may be proper, 1 know not, 1 there be ſome proſpect of a 
Harmony and Unanimity amongſt Miniſters as to it. I know 


there are different Sentiments anent, and if one half take it, 


and the other refuſe, yea if a conſiderable Number go into it, 
and fourty or fifty ſtand out, I fear the Conſequences: will be 
very dreadful to this Church, And as to the People, 6. Its 
very plain, that Miniſters taking this Oath, eſpecially if not in 
2 joint way, will exceedingly ſtumble a great many, and be a 
greater handle to Separatiſts, than any thing yet fallen out 
fince the Revolution : I am apprehenſive it may form 2 
Rated Schiſm, at leaſt in fome Places. Upon all theſe Ac. 
counts, it appears to me of Hazardous: Conſequences, for 
Miniſters, at leaſt yet, till matter open out a little, to meddle 
with this Oath, and if it was altered, as I obferved before, to 
the better in favours of Scots Men, I cannot but think the Go- 
vernment will ſee it reaſonable to make ſome further changes 
in it, if they ſee it not fir to lay it aftde.  - : | 
But the Unfitnefs of Miniſters taking it, will yet further | 
appear, before I come to particulars, by conſidering the Ne- 
ceſſity of, and Call they have to this. x/. If fo be there be a- 
ny abſolute Neceſſity for this, either as to the Goveroment, 
or diſtinguiſhing them from others, I confeſs the Unfirneſs 
and Unſcaſonablenel of it will much remove; but as; Things 
appear to me, who am much a Stranger to the Reaſons of 
this Impoſition, at this Time, very little Neceſſity does diſ- 
cover it ſelf, For 1}. Blefled be the Lord, weiare-nos under 
any preſent Alarms of Attempts of the Pretender, as vt were 
under 1708, when this Oath was extended to Scorſmen, and 
yet even then, the Government ſaw no Neceſſity to put it u- 
pon Miniſters; J hope they have given no Ground of Fealou- 
fie ſince; at leaſt I know none. 240. They have all, or I 
ſuppoſe are all willing to take the Allegiance, and ſubſerive 
the Aſſurance. And 3ly. The ſimple Allegiance, and much | 
more the Affurance, involves a plain Declaration of the Queen's 
| Right 
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-Right; and a material renouncing of all Adherence whatſo- 
ever to the Pretender, and that in far plainer Terms, and lefs 
Lable to Exception, than theſe of this Oath. Yea, as I take it, 
Ah The Oath of Allegiance is imbodied in the Oath of Ab- 
-juration and repeated in it, which gives ſome Ground to 
think, either the Oath of Allegiance ſhould not be prefixed to 
this, or at leaſt taken out of it, that Perſons that are tender 
may not think they multiply Oaths, and take the LORD s 
Name in vain, and by their Practice ſeem to approve the 


commonCuſtom, now, of needleſs multiply ing of Oaths, and 


wearing the fame Oath, it may be ſix or ſeven times in one 
Day, for different Offices and Poſts they enjoy. And, 5h. 
Vpon the whole, if any other Method can be fallen upon for 
ſeeuring Perſons to the Government, that may be as firm, yea 
more in my Opinion, there can be no Neceſſity pleaded; be- 
cauſe theInterpoſition of the Holy Name of GOD, ought to be 

the laſt Remedy that ſhould be uſed, eſpecially in Complex 
and involved Matters, and with Perſons of the Miniſterial 
Function. The Neceſſity of this Oath, 29. Will come fur- 
ther to be confidered, by pondering the Call to the taking of 
it, at this time; and here indeed ſeveral Things offer to me, 


ewhich'need an Appology, perhaps, at this time of Day, but | 


being propoſed for Light, and your Correction, if wrong, 


I fhall trouble you with none: The Call at this Time 


to take this Oath, I confeſs,. is plain, as to Matters of Fact, 
- and; enforced with a very ſevere Penalty; but the Callers, 
and Manner of their calling, deſerve the-Conſideration of all 
that would engage in an Oath: By the Callers, I mean, the 
Impoſers and 'Requirers of this Oath, the Queen in Parlia- 
ment, or Queen and Parliament: The Queen's Authorit- 
and Affection to tliis Church are plain, any thing. that oc- 
eus as to the Parliament muſt be underſtood -allenarly.of then 
ae det ir Neſpelt to here 
The firſt Thing then that darkens me, is the * 
| | | ; tht 
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. thield's A fair, bat as they had it before them, it mas moſtiy Civil: 
Cas J am informed) and they ftrittly confidered only his Vnpriſon. 
tho as J am inform'd, te plurality of 771 5 in Parliament were a, 
1 e Conftitution.. It nay 


um main Objections againſt an Incorporating U, t by ts 
men were directly ſubjected to the Civil Jar dico of Engliſh Bi. 
4 ſhops,” in their Parliamentary Capacity, which E ft ill rectoncd ſinful; 


upon; for 1 need its being ſer in à full Li 
ſatisfied anent this Oath thus impoſed, * 


( 16 » 


ab. To conſider the manner of the Call unto, and impoſmg of 5 


this Oath: And here two new difficulties occur, 1 f. That it 
comes to Presbyteriau Miniſters, as a part of the forecited Act. 
And. here, ſeveral things may offer themſeſyes to your Con- 
Gderacion.., f. It hath been above hinted, that this ſeems to 
put them on a Level with the Epiſcopal. Clergy, as to their ſup- 


e eee toward St. Germaius; and its evident, that 
h 


eir being joined with them in this Oath, runs, by far, hard- 
er upon the Presbyterian than the Epiſcopal Preachers; ſince the 


faſt, upon their refuſing, are but in ftata quo, and have the Ad- 
vantage of continuing firm to their known Principles; but | 
the firſt, beſides the forefaulting of the Exerciſe of their Mini- 
ſtry, are to be reckoned ( what truly Fey are not ) FJacobites, | 
. t: and I am in the dark, 
. 1405 the Call to the taking of this Oath, being impoſed in 
t 


and diſaffected to the Government: an 


* 


le Toleration Act, does involve the Presbyterian takers of it, 


in a Tacite Conſent to all the Clauſes of that A? I doubt 


not, but many may put this Conſtruction on it, and 
there ſeems to be ground to think, that the takers of this 


Oath do own the validity of the power that hath made this 


A; and if once that be acknowledged by an active Sub 


miſſion to one part of ir, I conceive the impoſers of the reſt 
will ſuſtain themſelves Judges of the Reaſonableneſs of all 


the ee Drnaches of tho AR; and find . perhaps. chat © hefe | 


that have owned their power in part,have materially acknow- | 


ledged the Juſtice of the whole ; and 8 its plain, there 
are many things in the Tolleration Act that may be matter 
of conſiderable demurr to a Presbyterian Miniſter. The 
inbringing of a Foreign and unſcriptural Liturgy, and ſet 
Forms into this Church, the ſuppoſed perpetuating of the Pre- 
lates Office, for granting Orders for ſuch as are to lerve at 
Tolerated Meetings, the ſetting up, by Authority, a Church 


within a Church, and Altar againſt Altar, the Repealing Acts of 


our Scots Parliaments in favours of this Church, after the moſt 
* n " bſclemn 
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falemw Declarations of the ynalterableneſs o all the Branches 
ef the Act of Security for the Church; the opening a Door to 


Eaſe, Benefite, and Protect ion to all Errours and Erroneous 
Teachers, except Popiſh Recuſants and denyers of the Bleſſed 
Trinity. The diſcharging of all Diſturbance to be given to 


fuch Hereticks and Erronious Perſons, the Prohibition of Ma- 


giſtrates to give their Aſſiſtance to the proſecution of Scan- 
dalous Perſons, or any that may be Proceſſed, ſince every Pro- 
ceſs may end in Excomunication, the Exorbitant Fines con- 
trary to the Claim of Right, and Bill of Rights referred to in the 
Oath of Abjaration, annexed to failzures perhaps of Memory, 
and unequally laid upon Presbyterian and Epiſcopal. Preachers, 
and many other things, which it will be very hard for any 
Presbyterian Miuiſter to conſent to, even in the molt tacite 
Way: I cannot but think to ſave them from this, thoſeithat 
have olearnefs to take this Oath, will labour to be diſtin: 
in their Teſtimohy againſt theſe things in the Act, whereby 
it comes to be impoſed upon chem; and as to rhe manner; 29 
Of impoſing this Oath I cannot but notice, that it comes to 
Presbyterian Miniſters, armed with very extraordinary. Penal- 
ties { to us in Scotland) the Act wich reſpect to Civil Officers 
and, Military referred to in the Toleration Act, makes the 
Penalty, to be Inca pacity and Inability in Law, to Execute the 
Miniſterial Office, and upon continuance in it, perſonally, or by 
Depute, the Sum of 500 l, Sterl. And mapy other lauſes in 
another Act, 13 and 14 f Lian 3d. which have not by me, 
and this ſame Act learls into the ground of impoſing, this Oath; 
and that is, Two Juſtices of Peace, their Suſpicion of a Miniſter 20 
be diſaffeted:to the Queen and Government, and Mes open to all the 
Penalties of Convict Popiſh Recuſants. Now, you willobſerye 
wich me, firf#, That thir Penalcics (in ſome caſes at leaſty will 
come in among the exorbitant Fines complained of in our Claims 


of Right, and the Ergliſh Bill of Rights ,reterred to expreſly in 


the Oath it ſelf, as illegal 5 Gravaminous to the Subject, 
and 


vod vet continued here, in caſe of refuſal of this Oath, you 
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know well enough there are many Prestyterian Miniſters in 
Scotland, that have not the half of 500 Lib. Sterling, and ſuch 
a penalty upou them, bring the Old Eines bet wixt 60 and 
1688, very fre ſu in my Mind. SS” | 8 
2 . Theſe Penalties, as Ihinted before, are very unequal- 
ly laid upon the Presbyter/an Miniſters, and even ſorer upon 
them than upon the "epiſcopal Clergy by far, who may abide 
in their French Principles, and be no worfe than before; but 
the former muſt be all over Aamode d' Ang/eterre, or loſe their 
Office and Benefice 3ly. As the Annexation of thir Penalties 
does involve the heavy Suſpicion of Diſaffect ion to the Queen 


and Government, ſo they may he an Inlet to Precipitation 


and Unwar:nefs in ſwallowing this complicated Oath, to ſay. 
no worſe; and if an Oath be a Part of Divine Worfhip, fo 
and ſo circumſtantiate, I ſhall not ſay this is Perſecution; be- 
cauſe a Man's Light will not come up to worſhip GOD in 
the Method the Government does: But I muſt think, it 
will bean Inlet to real Perſecution, to thoſe who fhall be 
ſo unhappy, as to continue in the Excerciſe of the Miniſtry, 


they have from the _ ſeſus Chriſt, and to preach out of 8 


Seaſon in tlie Senſe of the Impoſers: I might inlarge at ſome 
tength upon all the evil Conſequences, this Annexation of ſuch 
Penalties to dubious and involved publick Oaths, may have 
and hath already had; but I need not to you. La#ly, How 
far thefe heavy Penalties are conſiſtent with taking this Oath 
heartily, willi ly and trueh, I mult leave to the Takers to conſi- 
der: at mar: LA it looks to me like a School-Boy's going to 
School heartily and willingly , when the Rod is over his Head. 
Theſe are a ftw of the more obvious Difficulties that offer u- 
pon this Oath conſidered under it more general Incumbe- 
ra nces. 


1 come now to go through it a little more particularly 


and you will bear with me a little in running over its Branches, 


| Some 
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Jome of my Remarks upon them may appear miuute and 
ſmall, but theſe will be more than ballanced by ochers of 
them, that are certainly of outmoſt Importance to the 
Church of Scotland, at this ſuncture, and very inconſiderable 
Things to ſome, may be momentuous in the Eyes of weak, 
ſhort-ſighted Perſons like me, eſpecially in the nice Matter of 
an Oath, whi zh ought to be very plain and clear to the mean» 
eſt that takes it. 1/ Then there are ſeveral Words, Phra- 
ſes and Expreſſions, which to me do not appear ſo plain and 
clear, as I would deſire, before I can embody them in a ſo- 
lemn Oath. Allow me to remark, 1. Upon this Head, That 
this Oath is all over framed and formed for England, in their 
Stile and Phraſes peculiar to their Law and i aad at. 
2 firſt, I dare ſay, they had few Thoughts of its comiog over 
the Border, ſo you need not wonder, that a poor & otfmen 
like me be a little dull in taking up, and unacquainted with 
many Expreſſions in ir. I did expect after an Incorporating 
3 Vaion, a conſiderable Communication of Cuſtoms , Taxes 
and other Things, I need not name; but defired neither their 
” | Worſhip nor Oaths, and heard many Gy, We were uualte- 
, & rably ſecured againſt both; but now find it oifherways: But 
to cone to particulars, 20. In this Oath the Swearer declares. 
„in his Conſcience. This is a Phraſe I want, to b. explained, if 
itssenſe be declaring Co, ci nce, or anOach by i I reckon it an 
i unſafe Way ofSwearing, & f mewhat like the unlawfulOaths, 
too cuſtomary, By my doul ! by my 222 ! by my Faith, If 
> cd declaring in Conſcience be with Reflection and Knowledge, it 
J. ſeems a needleſs Clauſe, when [C before GOD ] is added next: 
. If it be underſtood, a Declaring the inward Thoughts and Senti- 
ments of my Soul, T kiow not how far it may be improven, if 
times furn as they have been, to oblige Perſons to propalo 
y their Sentiments upon tickli b Political Subjects, that they 
5. may be made their own Accuſers; what has been may be 4. 
36 | gain. This Phraſe leads 3% To another lib to it, I believe in 
| . 2 | my 


20 


my Conſcience, that the Perſon 7 etended, &c. I do not under 


111 the Import of Believing in my Conſciencè; the" Sctiprure 
indeed ſpeaks of believing with the Heart, and confiſing with the 


Math; but I never took Conſcience to have a Reſpect to Be- 


lieving, in he Schoals I have heard Believing, to have been. 
an Act of the Mud, and nv. of the Conſelente Ag., L know / not 


how far, 10 ren unte, imparts a prior bWaing of Allegiance 

and Obedience to the Perſon, with Reip-& to whom, by 
this Oath a Renonnctation is made; only I can affare you, 
never re-koned my ſeſf under any Tye to the Perſon here 

re nounced, more tha Jam under to the Hench King, or great 
Turk. Some indeed who have taken this Oath, Ithink have 
given good Cauſe to be obliged to renounce ; bur ics hard, that 


one, that never was under this Allegiance and Obedience, 


ſhould be put among the Number of Jacobzres, and thelc in the 
French Intereſt. * 77 © © AOL At | 1 


5h, Tam much a ſtranger to the impott of the Word 4. 


jure, what it imports, and how fir it extends, it ſcen's to me 


only to relate. to preſent Allegia nce and Obedience, and ſo 3 
will ſcarcely anſwer the Title of the, pgliſh Act of Parliament, 


wherein that Oach was felt ingo i. , let for extrmguſhing 
bs this 7 be retended Prince of Wales. And if it relate-only 
to this, it 


ſeems Synonimous to Renounciation ; If Abjuriag 


2 
2 64 "Y \ 295, ** 
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be a Swearing never to give Obedience to the ' ſaid Perſon, or |: 
Swear Allegiance to him,” much may be ſaid anent it: But 
am ſenſible of the Difficulty of exprefling my ſelf upon this 
Head, it falls in ſo much With what the Friends of the Pre- 
tender advance for themfelves, that a Presb/ierian and a Pro- 


teſtant is in a ſtrait leſt he fall under the Imputation of one of 


his Abbetors: Vou know its aid this is a limiting of Pro- 
vidence, Which cati make a change upon that Perfpn, and it 


is an involving pur fene Ju ff tricable- Difficulties," if by 
Conqueſt or Conſent ot the nod Tmpolers of this Oath, upon 
1chänge in him he fhould come in among us. Theſe and 
= 5, 1 ES Sv 8 : 7 N 4118 . . 44 4 many 


n 
many other things that may n I know are flguted at 
8 ſavouffäg of ecret reſp for:r e Pretender; but what his 
Friends advance from this Principle, if in the Lords Righte- 
ous judgment upon the Lands 5 for their luſting to ba back rg 
E2yp:', and forgetting . and undetvaluing our, great. Neg 
Bverance at the Glorious Revolution, and the reviling the 
Memory of our Generous Deliverer, he came in among us, 
they may cone to be juſt Scruples to thoſe that are of quite 
other Principles, allow me then to ask you a few. Queſtions. 
upon this, 4% faration. without the Suſpicion , of Jacobitiſm, 


1 i 47 P Lk. 3 KY KW, E en 
= wich I ex he Anſwers“ to. Aud, Is abjuring a Habilg 


and proper way to prevent the Precender's coming to the 
Iphone in this Degenerate Age, when publick . Oaths are of 


„ ſolitle influence; and a known prinęipłe is owned and advan- 
1 0 . ! 


cela by the cakersof them, that even the Obligation f this 
7 Oirh will eaſe, if the Power impoſing it be hot in caſe te 
4 1 NH. $927 , >, % ho 38 ot ik $3 Þ „9 014 3. 
— defend us in ſtanqling by it? 20, Have any pertfgàs or, thin 
e been abjur:d in B---4/2 heretofore, bur they ha ve been brought 
4 1a? 39. May Ar what hath been, pet, be; and ſhall Not for- 
„ mer Experience learns us Caption in thir, Matters? 4h, 
2 9 Whether General Mont and, oy ers Wo took, the Tender were 
2 r Ine i 128 eines?” 
y by ir obliged to oppoſe the Reſtoration, or fin ned an taking 
g that Oath? And further whether* 57, The ä ſaid ' e ral anc 
or others that were very frank for that Abjuration, ha not their 
3 Eye over the Water, and were promoting the Kings Intereſt 
in; . nn JST ; | | v1. yy PF CTIEISHSD AN ISM 
us | by heightzniog, the Diſguſt at Cromwel['s Govermegt, by pro- 
re-. moting the Lader, and,for -, paving. the, way fot", Reſtoring - 
| King Charles ? 60, Whether this method Was more approves - 
of able or more ſinful than that of the Generality of Presbyterias 
ro- Miniſters at that Time, whio refuſet? the T, enaex, and were 
ir} well payed home for thig & other, Breanches of Loyalty after- 
vol Tine by raking of ome of oh Heat e 
on the reſt of them a grazing ? and whether under after Difh- 
d cultics, theſe that took the Tender, and afterwards got Biſhop- 
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= ricks, or theſe that refuſed this Oath, and were turned out 


might have moſt Peace? 7h. Whether ſome that take and 
impoſe this Oath of Abjuration now, may not have Abound 
ance of Goodwil and Inclination, when things are ripe to 
| bring in the Perſon abjured ? And in that Cafe, 8/9. What 
Power on Earth can diſpenſe with their former Oath, and 


free them from the Guilt of Perjurie? gly How far are all 


that take this Oath, bound before GOD never to ſubmit, or 
Rive any Obedience to the now Pretender, if he ſhall by the 
Zall of the Primores Regui be brought in, when he hath in 
Profeſſion renounced the Religion, and French Meaſures, in 
which he is educate ? Laſtly. How far is it lawful to inter- 
poſe. the Holy Name of GOD in Matters of this Nature, that 
are not in our Power to prevent, and when Circmuſtances al- 
ter, may involve us neceſſarly in ſinful Things ? Theſe 
Things, Iam ſure, need to be fully cleared, and ſet in their 
due Lig 
me to be the :xpreſs plain, and common Senſe of the Word. 
Tho?I confeſs, Iamata Loſs, as to the Import of Abjurat 
Oaths ; becauſe in my ſmall Reading, I have not met wich 


this Branch of Oaths, handled by Writers on that Subject. 61y. 


There follows another expreſſion, that needs to be a little 
cleared, before it can beSworn inJudgment, Traiterous Conſpira- 
cies & Attempts what ſamever, & within 4 little the takerobliges him- 


ſelf to do his beſt endeavour to diſcloſe A Treaſans, and TraiterousCons - 


ſpiracies. It ſeems needful the Nature of theſe be opened, 
they are large and comprehenſive Expreſſions, which ma 
have things under them: One that is a ſtranger to the Engliſh 


Laws may not be awar of. It is not very long fince many things 


were made Treaſon that are not reckoned fo now? and thi 


may come by Authority to be Charges of this Nature, that 
. ſo * — : Its but a few Months ſince a Biſhop 


appear ing for the Revolution, and the Lawfulneſs of reſiſt. 
ing Princes, for ſubverting the Conſtitution, was ſaid to be 
* 1 Treaſog 


ght, before a Perſon can abjure, in what appears to 


| 2 
| Tresfon, and it was moved 
Bar of the Houſe for it. It is not above five Years ſince. it 


) | 
- gu ſhould be brought to the 


was Treaſon to alter or innovate, or do any thing in prejudice 
of the Digairy and Privileges of our Scots Parliament, and yet 
its now reduced to 45. And theſe ſwallowed up in much 
greater Numbers at London, and how far its Treaſon in Exge 
and to own the Obligation of our Covenant, to Reform Exg- 
land you can better tell than I. 7%, This Oath obliges the 
Swearers to defend the Queen to their outmoſt in her Perſon 
and Crown; which I underſtand, but for what follows her 
Dignity is that I 40 not know the import of. I ſuppoſe it 
is one Brench of this Dignity, That the Sovereign in Exgland 
is the Head of the Church, and Supreme in all Caſes Civil 
and Eccleſiaſticx. I want to know how far a Scots. man is ob. 
liged to ſupport her Majeſty in that Claim even in Exgland: 
If fo be the Clergy ſhould ſet up for an Independenq, in Ec 
cleſiaſtick and more Spiritual Power from the Queen, or the 
Lower Houſe ſhould inſiſt upon their Power, as Presbyters to 
meet and act without Direction of the Biſhops, which is 
founded upon their Power derived from the Sovereign's Supre« 
macy, and Broils ſhould happen on that ſcore, I ſee not 1 
the taker of this Oath ſtands oblid'd to defend the Queen's 
Dignity in this Matter, Caſes might be addyced nearer Home, 
bu: theſe Inſtances are ſufficient to ſhew this brench needs an 

Exlication. There are ſeveral other Expreſſions in the Oath, 
that need to be cleared, but I fear I have outwearied you u- 
pon this Head already. What may be in the Belly of defending, 
Jupporting and maintaining to the utmoſt of my Power, I know 
not, and what follows, not only againſt the ſaid James, but al 
other Perſons whatſomever, is of ſuch a large Extent, that 1 
know not where it may land, when Providencymay change, 

and the State of Europe alter: This Oath, as all Oaths ou +5 
15 to be taken without Ne e Mental Reſervation, . 

and I conJd add Diſpentation from Pope or Pretender too; 


mi 


* 


2 ay 


bt wihbour len af e de 
Cf ynlc6s it be af angrher Senſe, than 
1 take it tO be; its very pl hn all Promi ary 04 4 do: involve 

any reſerved Conditions, if we live, if it be in our Power, 
if it n de or. the Gogd of the Perſon we promiſe to, and 


fach like. © ow I. want to know, if a; Perſon la this 
V. ed Ri ay and 
y 


Och, wich a Vidw-ro the Reſeryed Rights of Seeland and 
the Church here, {aid tö be ſecured by tlie Union Act and with 
an Eye to our Succeflors taking our Claim of Right and Co- 
ronation Oaih, and obliging himſelf to preſerve unalterably the 
Predythriap Government, in Seot{and.,; be hot contrary to this 
ee eee 
is a Term every Body that has taken this Oath, I doubt, does 
not fully underſtand, or how far Perſons in a more private 
Station are called to recognize a Prince's Right? or what 
chey do when they do ſo: And the laſt Words, Upon. the true 
Faith of a Chriſtian, really Want to be. explained lat firſt. 
View, fancied this in the. Exgliſb Frame of the Oath, had a 
Relation to the Cuſtom of lay ing their Hand on, or kiſſin 
the Evangel or Bible, which is the Rule ofa true Chriſtian's 
Faith, hut I checked my ſelf for this:Notipn , whether itbe 
as they hope to be ſa ved, orit je. import, the InduRtion of all, 
the Promiſes into the Body of the Swearer's Chriſtianity, or 
what is the Meaning of it, I am in the Dark. This ma 
ſuffice, and more, to ſhow the Truth of my firſt Remark, 
That there are ſeveral Clauſes in this Oath,, that are dark and doubt 
eus, and pet the Taker muſt give his Oath in the plian Senſe of the 
Words. 2ly. Give me leave to oblerve in this Oath, ſeveral 
rticles , as they appear to me, neither proper nor compe- 
tent to be declared or ſworn G05 the moſt part of thoſe, who 
ſtand obliged to ſwear this Oath. Theſe I but hint at, be- 
eauſe the molt important Difficult ies are yet to follow. 1 


- * * * 1 


Then the Takers are to declare before GOD and the World 


. 


That Queen Ann is lawful and rightful Queen of this Realm, 
N | and 


ws. 3 


and of all others her Majeſty Domin ions, and Countries there- ; 


to belonging: The main thing ſtraitning in this, and what. 


: 


follows on this Head, is, That, Perſp5.yho are. not called by.- 


” 
* * 


their Knowledge, or Providence to give Declarat ion upon 
Princes Rrights, and the Extent of their Dominions, muſt, 
now make their Declaration anent them before GOD. Lou; 
ſee as well as I; that this and other parts of the Oath, by their; 


being calculated for England in a feparate State, do involve. 


Scotſmen (wearing, it, in ſeveral Difficuiries. . Its evident, the 


plain and expreſs Senſe of the. Expreſſion refers to Wales, Ber. 
wick and the Engliſh Acquiſitions in America: And to mg, 
there ſeems no:Recoguitian here of the Queen's rightful. Title, 
to Scotland, or Ireland; Ian ſure nonę of them were intends, 
ed in the firſt Senſe of the Oath , nor are yet. imported; for- 
ſhe is only declared Rightfu! Queen of this Realm ( England 
or if the Swearer be. in Scotland or Ireland, England 1s cxchudels 
and the Dominions aud Countrey belong iag to it; Tiges this, in- 
clude any thing of the cid Claim of ug Over Scatland. , 
f IN Credat Tudens Apela. 5 l 312 9 711 
Or ſhall I think the old Paper lately rubb'd up, contair- 
ing the Ezziiſh Right to America, or at leaſt the Saut b. Sea. 
Trade by vertue of an Exgliſb man ( or old Scats man for any, 
thing I know) his diſcovering the New World before Amerl. 
cus Viſputius, and now put in the Hand of the Lord Priyy,; 
Seal, to be produced at the Utrecht Congreſs, ſhall I think 
the taker of this Oath by this Clauſe; declares the V ilidity. 
of chis Right, or muſt every Swearer Examine the Juſtice of 
the Ezel!iþ Claim to. Newfoandland, Canada, Nova-ſcatia, t. 
Chriſtophers, and twenty more Countries belonging to Erg- 
land: Or laſtly, does he declare before GOD, that Qieen Ann 
is Lawful and Rightful Queen of Fraxce, as well as D fender of 
the Haith, and all this upon the true Faith of a Chriſtlan? 
29, Its ſolemnly - and ſincerely: declared, I believe 
in my Conſcience, the Perſon pretended to be the Prince of Wales; 
during the Life of the late Ring James, &c. Now dyes not this 
nh NS noel __-  - „ 
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involve perſons in à retired and more private Capacity, in an 
Affair they cannot be competent Jrifges of. The Life of King 
James Was of a conſiderable length after his Abdication; but 
at preſent I ſhall confine my felt to a few Months of it, from 
the 1cth of June 1688 to ath of November the fame Year, in 
that Interval by this Oath he is declared to be the Pretended 
Prince of Wales. Tho? ſome that now. take the Oath, and the 
then King and Court, and Council did upon Oaths of Wir. 
neſſes, and with many Formalities declare him to be other- 
ways. Ido notenter upon the Juſtice or injuſtice of this 
procedure; but upon the incompetency that the moſt part of 
the Swearers now are under, to declare, that in the Interval 
of King James's Lite he was the Pretended Prince of Males. 
Which leads me, | 3y, To the next part of the Declaration, 
That the Pretender hath no Right nor Title whatſomever to the 
Crown of this Realm. Certainly Perſons in more private Capa - 
city may count it a great hardſhip they are put to upon Oath 
to declare, the Right of Perſons, or their want of Right to 
the Crown, if this had been the Approbation of a. Deed of a 
Competent Power, declaring the want of this Right and 
Title, the ſtrait had been little: if it were only a Declarati- 
on, That he hath no preſent Right, an other being named 
by the Repreſentatives who have the power of declaring 
Rights, the Difficulty had not been fo great, but as it ſtands, 
No Right, and no Title whatſomever : This certainly makes 
the taker Judge of _ and Titles, and involves him in 
the intricate Debates about Hereditary Right and Parliament a- 
Right, and tho it ſhould be ſaid, That there can be no He- 
reditary Right, and that our Conſtitution is materially Ele- 
tive; yet is plain the Electors in the preſent Settlement 
and Entail, do keep by the neareſt of Line being Proteſtants : 
and this rarfes a plain Difficulty, with reſpe& to the Word 
TITLE, as it ſtands dittinQ Nom Right. It is pla in enough, 
That no Right upon Revolurion Principles can be without the 
Choice and Settlement of Parliament ; but how far the near- 


neſs 
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ne(s inLine, does found dle doaTlaim for à Parliamentary 
D claration of Right, 1 am not able to determine my ſelf in, 
it ſeems more than probable, that if the Pretender had been 
educate ( for Inſtance in Holland) from under the Tutory of 
Lewis the 14th, and in the Proteſtant Riligion, and had he 
had other Qualifications ,- upon the Suppolition of his being 
neareſt in Line, he would have had ſome Title to a Parlia- 
mentary Choice, and how far one that thinks fo, and can 
make no Declaration upon his Legitimacy, or Illegitimacy, or 
his BLOOD Title to a Parliamentary Choice, may be ffrait- 
ned to ſwear he hath 20 Title whatſomever, T leave to you to 
conſider : If it be ſaid, That his being Papiſt deſtroys both 


Title and Right; it is certain it deſtroys all Right; and juſt- 


ly binds up the Parliament from pitching upon him, and 
ome will go the Length to ſay, That his being a Papiſt 
would make Choice of him, or granting him a Right, a 


| Deed null and void ab Initio, but how far it deſtroys a Ling- 


al Title in caſe of a real Converſion, is yet harder, ſinee the 
Settlement does not exclude all that have been Papiſts, but 
only ſuch as are fo, and have, or ſhall marry Papiſts, I fay 
nothing of my own Opinion upon thir Things, but only th 

the Phraſe, uo Right or Title, whatſoever, unleſs in the Oath were 
added, mhile Papiſts, ſeems a Matter too involved and intricate, 
for Preſons of an ordinary Capacity to declair upon Oath, in- 
deed if the Government would go in & declare, that becauſe he 
hath been, and is Papiit, and hath been ſo and ſo educate, 


they judge him uncapable and unfit to enjoy the Crown, and 


forever exclude him from it, and require the Subject to ſtand 
by them in this, under what Penalties they pleaſed , I think 
no good Proteſtant of Revolution Principles could refuſe; but 


this dark and uncertain General it feems hard to ſwear.. + 


7 is an other Expreſſion, in the Promiſſory part of the 
Oath, that bears hard upon private Perſons, Alſo I promiſe:: 
to :::: Mai tai: : the Succeſſion ag ainſt him ::: and 
d other Her ſons what ſoever: =” far thys will exclude the Tu- 
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er ever from ſubject ing to a ny dther Proteſtants (for Inſtance 
any of the Kings of Praſſias Houſe) in Caſe of Failziure of 
the Proteſtant Line of Hanover, or other Caſes I may after- 
wards hiht at, Tthink ſhould be ſeriouſly conſ.dered}; and con- 
tains in it thines, I ſuppoſe „are not competent for private 
Perſons to deetare and promiſe. This was my ſecond gene- 
, 7 fi 4 
zh, To that which J bear the moſt part of Presbyterian Mi 
niſters Scrupte at. and that is che Relation that this Oath bears 
to the Engliſh Acts of Serrlemeat named in the Oath, and 
althoꝰ moſt part of the Diffi ulties I hear propof.d.in Conver- 
fation relatè to the word (4), yet there are ſome things 
previous to thoſe, which I take the. Liberty to lay before yon, 
that I may have your thoughts of them, And 1, Its ohyi. 
dus hoth of themare made by the King and Queen of Hus land, 
„ ich the advice of the Lords Spνi,¹ I Now. ſuppoſing the 
.(. 48) has no reference to the Limita tions the Difficult 
remains, how far a Presbyterian Miniſter who reckons himſelf,at 
leaſt bound to do nothing that may bi der Reformation in 
England, and by ro. overt Act to homologate the Uu 
ful Herarachy and Civit Offices of the Churcamen, ean ſwear to 
a Succeſſion, which is ſettled by a judicial & of the Bybops 
in Parliament, or referr in his Oath to. theſe Acts, without 
at leaſt a Signification of his Difapprobation of the Legiſla- 
tive Power of Prelats. It was forſeen before our Incorporating 
Union, that this would be a ſtrait to Presbyterian Miniſters, 
with reſpe& to the actings of an United Parliamext, and as 
much certainly, if not more, with relpe& to Exgliſh Acts 
before the Unio; Yet no remedy was provided for it. 2ly, 
It was before obſerved, that theſe two Acts relate only to 
England, being made without any relation to Scotland, 
or any Proſpect of an United State. And 31y it ſeems mightily 
to put Scotland and England out of that Balance as to reſerve 
ed Rights in Church and State, they are ſaid to be in 

the Uzion; for Scotſmen to ſwear, to the Succeſſion 
Settled and Eatailed by theſe AGs, when Engliſhmen 


to 
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have not Sworn to the Succetfiou ſettled with Relation 
to Scotland, by the Claim of Right and ddt of Union 


' wherein is imbodyed the Act for Security of the Charch- of Scots 


land: And I cannot keep my ſelf from thinking that its the 
hardeſt thing ot this Nature that can be, to oblige Storſmen, 
and eſpecially Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhed Church to ſweat 
to a Succe ſſion and Settlement by two Exgliſh Acts, without 
any mention of our reſerved Rights and the Security of our 
Church, when the Limitation referred to upon the Sueceſſor 
have ſo plain a Relation to the Security of the Exgliſh Church; 
aud altho the Suczeſfor,by the Ad of Union, be laid to be obliged 
to preſerve theſe reſerved Rights of Scotland; yet here we ard 
obliged to maintain, defend, and ſupport him, and that 
wit out any referrence in our Oath to the Rights of Scotland, 
and ſuppoſing he ſhould only take the Oath appointed in theit- 
A ts for 'Enzland, and hold by the Limitations in them, with 
out any regard to our Limications : I tumbly thiak he might 
tell us, we took no notice of or o n Rights, and ſwore to 
him wichout any mention of th.m; and that we have our 
ſelves to blame for. his Neglect ot us, and that we caſt him 
a fair. Copy toi, his waving of our Coronation Oath, and yet we 
mu:t know, that by our abſolute aud unlimited Oattito him, 
we are under his Allegiance, and are obliged - to maintain 
him as Succeſſor. to the Crown: I: do not indeed know;- 
what we could ſay in our Defence. And-at this Juncture 
there ſeems to be the greater cauſe to inſiſt upon a referrence 
in any Oath we take to the Succeſſor, ro: our Acts of Settle“ 
ment, and reſerved Rights, that theſe Acts of our Scots Parlia. 
meat made before the Union, for the Security of this Chureh, 
are made no Bones of, but daily Reſcinding: For inſtance, 
That againſt Irregular Baptiſms, That reſcinding Patronages, and 
ſome other ſaid now to to be on the File. Thir Acts Reſciſo! 
ſory coming ſo faſt, incline ſome to think, That before Wel 
can in ſafety Swear to a Succeſſor. we ſhould not only have a 
reference in our Oath to our own Right, 1 even 
make ſome new Claims for ſome greater Security, that theſe 


O 


ſome 


things eaſſed reſeryed * ©... be altered and inſulted, 
as diffe ent Parties, that come into the management, 1ncline 
to. Were I a Member of the Hierarchical Church of Eng land, 
I would be tempted, by the open Invaſions made upon the 

Church of Scotland, to put in a Claim upon the Succeffor, for 
ſome further ſecurity, than the AR of Security for the Englib 
Church, and ſuſpec that Church might come to be in hazard: 
Its like you are but little in pain for the future danger of 
your Neighbour Church; but be that as it will, its evident 
chat Church is at preſent ſecured ( in as far as Oaths of 
Abjaratios in this form can ſecure her) more than our 
Church is. The Jurors of England have, T think, all taken 
it in the moſt comprehenſive Senſe of the word (A,) now 
the moſt conſiderable perſons in Scotland ſwear to the Exgliſh 
Succeſſor, Without any thing in their Oath relative to their 
Church: So that it natively follows, The Southern Church 
lyes nearer the Sun than the Mort ern, and is more fecure, 
and the Equality and Ballance faid to be fixed by the Union 
broken by our ſelves; by this Time I am of theOpinion, youſee 
the reference in the Oath to the Two Acts wants not its dif- 
flault ies, ahſtracting even from the Debate about the ( AS ) 
L came next to lay before you, the Difficulties that offer them- 
ſelves from this little great word AS ) and 1/7, I do own 
there are Two things that makes this reference by / AS ) of 
leſs Difficulty to Presbyterian Miniſters, in my Opinion, than 

otherwiſe it might have been. iſt. The Parliaments taking 
ont of the words Limited and Limitations, in the firſt draught of 
this Oath when it came to be put upon Scotſnen, this ſeems 
to ſignifie, That it was the mind of the Impoſers that the re- 
maining Particujars relate not to the Conditions; but the 
Thien _ unleſs it be judged a ſmoothing and not altering of 
the Pile to make it go over che more glibly. And furder, 20). 
hear in reaſoning of the of the Houſe of Lords, it 
was deela red by the moſt violent Members, for the AS 


thay it was acedleſly ſerupled at, and it did not at all bind the 
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swearers to approve the Conditions ; - Yet I doubt ir ther 
entirely remove the Difficulty ſince, 1. It may be enquireg 
if the T AS ) relate not to the Conditions of Goyernment, 
why was it keeped in, unleſs to make Difficulty, and the 
keeping of it in, when tt could have been as Emphatically ſy 

plied with reſpect to the Succeſſor and entail, and that in 
the very words of the Union Articles, muſt appear to make 
their Reaſonings ſomewhat like Proteſtat ions contraria facto; 
Eſpecially when, 2ly, The Oath muſt be taken acccrding to the 
expreſs Words, and their plain and common Senſe which I ſuppoſe, 
you will not debate, that a Relation to the firſt Limitations 

of che Succeſſor's being of the Communion of the Church of En- 
gland, is the plain and common Senſe in, the Eye of the En- 
gliſh Clergy , that have taken it, and therefore, it there be a- 
nother Senſe, in which the eee: as are to take it, 
then there are two Senfes of this little Word, and how it can 
be ſworn in the plain and common Senſe, without a Declara- 
tion of the Impoſers, atrum horum:, I need your Help to: 
take up. Therefore, 2/y. Iam of Opinion, that the Declara- 
tion of Queen and Parliament is neceſſary, and when given 
in ſincere and clear Terms might remove much of che DI 
culty, with Relation to this Word, but till that be given, 

I cannot blame Presbyterian Miniſters demur upon this honeys 
Since 3ly. By the Act of Secarity for this Church, they and all 
Scotſmen are ſecured againſt all Oaths, Teſts and Subſcriptions, - 
contrary to, or inconſiſtent wich the Presbyterian Government, 
Worſhip, and Diſcipline, and that the ſame within the Bounds of 
this Church and Kingdom ſhall never be impoſed, or required of 
them in any ſort. Upon the Suppoſition of the Inconſiſtanc 

of the Senſe of the AS, here ſeems, to-be a legal Ground for a 
Demur , till it be made very clear; unleſs Miniſters by their. 
own haſte, incline to weaken their,own Act of Security.” Let 
me add, 40. That the Church of Scotland hath already declar- 
ed, in my Opinion, the Grievouſneſs of this part of the Oath 
even after the Change made by: the taking our: of theWords, 


Limit a» 
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Limitation and Limited; I FEM you before to the'Senſe of 
the General Aſſembly in theMatter, I ſhall now lay before you 
the Senſe of the Reverend Commiſſion, as to this Clauſe, 
when it was impoſed upon Scotſmen, and not yet come to 
Miniſters Doors, and I cannotdo it ſo well as in the very Words 
of the Commiſſion. 8 


— 


At Edinburgh, 29 September 1708, The Committee to conſider 
the Letters to be written to the Church's Commiſſioners nom at Lon- 
don, report as te the-Oath of Abjuration, and the Incomvenienties 
that might enſue upon its being preſſed upon the People of Scotland 
(N. B. ) in the Terms that nom it ſtands, it was their Opinion, 
That the Commiſſion ſhould ſend up to the Commiſſioners at London, 
4 diſtinct Account of the Grounds upon which ſeveral Presb yterians 
here, do ſcruple to take that Oath, and to defire them to endeavour to 
get that Oath ſo conceived, as theſe Grounds of Scruples may be re- 
mcved, The particular Ground of Scrup'ing I cannot help 
you to, except in ſo far as they are contain d in a Letter of | 
the next Day's Date to the Miniſters Commiſſioners at Los- 
don, written, I ſuppoſe. in Purſuance of Yeſterday's Report 
gone in to by the Commiſſion: And it follows. | 
(EY Edinburgh, September 30. We have received from ſeveral corners of 
this Church, ſuch Accounts of the bag Conſeguences, with Reſpect to the | 
preſent Eſt abliſbment, that enſue upon the preſſing theOath ofAjurati- 
ON, as tt is preſently conceived, that we juage it neceſſary, that ye ſtay 
ſome time, and uſe your beſt Endeavonrs, to obtain ſome Remedy, you 
very well know , what part of the Oath is ſtumbling to many very well | 
| ro to her Majeſty's Perſon and Government, and to the Prote- 
tant Succeſſion, even as it is contained in the Entail + viz. the 
Reference it hath to the 2d. Act of Parl: therein mentiined, which 
contains ſeveral Qualifications of the Succeſſor, particularly that he 
hall joyn in Communion with the Church of Exgland, which 
they conceive to be a part of the Oath, and this hath gone ſuch a 
length already, that in many Shire; and Burghs the very beſt affe- 
ctioned to her Majeſty's Government and our Eſtabliſhment, are laid 
aſide, and put out of Capacity to do Service to cither, and others have 
| come 


i oy 
1 5 all along appeared diſaſfected to the 


ohe in their Place, who 


Government of Church and State; and as obvious how dangerous 


this miay be to both: for as you know none can be Juſtices of the 
Peate,Sheviff,Sheriff- Deputes, elect or be elected Magiſtrates of Burghs, 
or ſerve in Town Council, or be ſo much as the Deacon of an In. 


corporation, or have a Vote in elefting ſuch , bat theſe that take the 


Oath ; we are confident that upon due Information , the Queen and 
Parliament, for eaſing the Conſciences of her faithful and loyal Subs 
jects here, and for preventing the ſad Conſequences forsa will be 
eaſily prevailed with , either to tale away the Reference expreſſed in 
the Oath, and ſubſtitute in its place, the Entail mentioned in the Acts 
referred to, or make that part of the Oath, which concerns the Sucgeſ- 
ſion, no'way to include, or reduplicate upon the foreſaid Qualiea 


tions, Me depend upon your Management of this Affair, yet ſuggeſt, 


That it ſeems to us not to be an improper Argument, for gaining of 
this Defign, that it is pleaded by her Majeſty's Subjects of Scotland, 
who ſcruple at this Oath, that by the Articles of Union, they are ſe- 
cured againſt Oaths, contrary to their Principles, and were aſſured 

many in the Government, that all Scruples in this Matter would. be 


effeually removed by the Parliament of Great Britain. 


Thus far the Commiſſion, in ſuteableneſs to the Circum 
ſtances of that Time: From which I believe you will ſce, that 
the taking of the Oath, as it now ſtands, is not a Matter that 
is entire to the Miniſters of this Church, and She hath declar- 
ed her ſenſe of the ( AS.) that I am now upon. 5h, Tt 
deſerves your ripeft chene how far the reiuſtating C48 
by the Lords, after they had taking it out, does Confirm the 
ſcruples, That the Church. and many Prechyterians had. before, 
that it had too much of a reference to the Engliſh Limitations; 
eſpecially, if the Amendment was fallen from, to gratiſie a 
Party who are known Oppoſers to the preſent Settled. Church 
in Scotland, and propoſed a Boundleſs Toleration, without the 
Oaths to their -Beloved Epiſcopal Clergy, the adherinꝑ to (48) 
as an Amendment ſaid tobe given in by a foręcited C=—B 
ſeems to be a foundation of Underſtanding the ſenle of the 
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(45) not to be favouragle to the (eh of Scotland: Cer- 
tainly (Ar) was altered in ( FFHICH ) wich a deſign to 
me ke it more eaſie to Pręsbytrrian Ainiſters, and for: them to 
take rhe Oath, with the reſtored { 4s) without a plainer 
Declaral ion of its import, may be conſtrued by the World to 
be a ſatisfaction wieh it, in the ſenſe of theſe, who vijs & 
ulis prevailed to get it put ia again. Laſtly, To put an end 
to your PFrouble about this vexa:tous word ( AS) let me 
I. ray you, have a diſtinct Account of your Sentiments, how 
fir the Phraſe, maintaining che Swucer ſpon, as ſettled by an Act, 
and as the fame is, and ſtar d, ſettled and entailed by an 
other, differs from maintaining the Limitations and Suec ion? 
by, thefe Ads, which it feems the Government thought 
it bore hard upon Scot nen; and the Commiſſion. 12c6, de- 
clare againſt, And by the Way, I cannot but notice the 
Manner the Commiſſion then took, and that after the moſt 
ma ure Deliberation, of repreſenting their Strait, as to this 
Oath, they do not mince, and diſtinguiſh away the plain and 
ordinary Sig nification of the Particle AS, but pitch directly u- 
pon the Qualificat ions required in the Succeſſor, and repreſent, 
Lat, to them, there ſeems ſome Qualifications required in the Succef« 
for to the Cronn, which are not ſuitable to. their Principles. This 
in my Opinion, puts the Saddle apos the right Horſe, if after the 
Unton you'l permit an old Scots Phraſe: and really expreſ- 
ſeth the Difficulty of fwearing to che Succeſſor , or Succeſſion 
of Succeſſors, who are byOath obliged to be of the Communion 
of the Church of Egland; and yet in their own ſwearing to 
him, or them, expreſs no Regard to the Scots Reſerved * — 
But to return, What plaĩn and ſatisfying Difference is there 
det wixt, As limited, and as entailed? the Entail, in my Appre- 
henſion, involves tlie Conditions, upon which the Settlement 
js made; and fo ſtands diſtinguiſhed in the Oath ſrom ſestled; 
or if by Eatailbe meaned the lengthning out of the Line ofSuc. 
eeſſors, without any Reference to the Limitations and Con- 
aitions upon which the Succeſſicn is ſettled to theſe —_ 

| | | ra 


Scripture Foundations? 4. Let me ſuppoſe, we are livi 


Conditions were, That the Succeſſor ſhould be of the Communion 6 
the Charch of Rome, and we were called to ſwear to him ard 
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fors, to me it ſeems to be no part of the pl an o7dimry Senſe 
of the Words, and had need to be deela fed diltiufly by th. Im. 
poſers, before one can ſwear it in this Senſe, But even gi- 
ving this Senſe of Entail, the Word AS ſeems ſtili in che or- 
diniry reduplicative Senſe of it, to ron into the Manncr in 
which it is ſettled, and fo to the Condicions or. Liihirarions 
upon which it is made. It is fo ſtiff a little Won d, after all 
the Force I can get put upon it, (till reſerving tis plain and 
common Meaning, it {till looks this way; as the Story gacs 
of our great Henderſon, when asked his Sentiment of the Cor- 
wered Cap, he ſaid, Put it on as they will, one Corner of it 
looks ay to Rome, eſpecially when its 25 /21*/ed and entailed,by 
ſuch AQts of Parliament, which Acts contain the Condygons 
and Limitations expreſly. That you may be the better in 
caſe to ſatisfy my Difficult ies in this Matter, let me prefume 


to ask you. 1. Whether by the Succeſſions, orSucceſſor, be: 


ing: ſettled andentailed, as it is by thir Acts referred to, tlie 
Church of England are not eſtabliſhed and rivetted and they 
themſelves think ſo? 2ly Whether, ſuppoſing the Succeſſor 
were ſettled and the Entail made with the ſame Reference; 
mutatis mutandis, to all our Acts hefore the Uzt0n, in Favours 


of this Church, and the Act of Security, incorporated. and 


blended in with the Vaion Act, and no Reference in the Oath 


to the Church of Eꝝgland, would the Exgliſh Clergy ſwear in 
the Terms of this Oath to the Succeſſion and Entail, with- 


out any Reſervation with reſpect to their Church? F want 
Faith to believe they would. 3/y. Are we not bound upon 
better Grounds, to ſhew as much Regard to our Church. 
Conſtitution, as they would do to theirs; fince we have, as is 
faid, the ſame Civil Security for it, and Jam ſure bettet 


under the 168 :, or 88, and by an Ae? of Serrl-ment , one of the 


the Succeſſion, as ſertled and entail'd by that-A& ; would you 


: E 2 have 
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Lave freedom to take this Oath, to maintain and defend the 
Succeſſion as ſettled and Entailed? Theſe things L hope you 
ſee need to be diſtinFly anſwered before this Oatli can be 
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gone into by a Presbyterian Miniſter. 
And ſince, after all the thoughts I could excerciſe a bout 
tuis, as it appears o „to bear a- Reference to the Engliſh 
Acts mentioned: I cyne now to lay before you: ſome O rhe Þ 
Difficulties I find raite1 againſt the matter of theſe Acts. 
The Engliſh Acts are what I cannor well ſudge of, tFey con- 
tain ſo many particylars I notice before, tat the Com- 
mition Mind, was that the Suggeſſor by them, is oblige do 
ſeveral chinas inconſiſtant with oue Principles; and irfs:evidlent & 
they both relate to a ſeparate State; and our reſerved Ris 3 
in an united ſtare, are no way referred to in this Garth. 48s 
to the firſt Aft, it refers to the Eugliſß Bill of Rights; at the 
Revolutioc, the Articles of which I ſhall not dip into, only. it 
ſeems unequal to make the Oath in Sratland to refer to that, 
and not likewiſe to our Claim of Right; E hinted before, that 
in that firſt Act, Exceſſive and Exorbitant Eines are declar- 
ed againſt, and yet this Oath is impoſed upon very Ex- 
, EE RIS OE. 
But the chief Difficulties ly as to the Second: Act T ſhalt $ 
not inſiſt upon ſome. expreſſions that are Circumſtantial, ſue 
as, King James of happy Memory. It's like ſome Scots Mi- 
niſters may not have the value for his Memory, that the: 
Framers of this Act have, when they remember his Carriage 
to this Church, after the Union of the two Crowns, his loſin 
the Palatinate, and Bohemia, to the Proteſtant Intereſt; and his- 
Meliation betwixt the Pope and Venice, when Excommunicate, 
and upon the Brink of turning into the Reformation. Waving 
this and other things, I ſhall run through the Limitations a: 
little in the Second Ad; and when I look to it, I remark an 
Expreſſion, I think makes Limitation, and entail and Settle-- 
ment relate on, and the ſame thing provided, That the Per. 
fon who ſhall Inherite the Grown by the Limitation of this Af, Here 
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contains a-Conflernation- of che Engl: 
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to me the setlement and Stall, is one and the ſame, with the 
Limitation of this Act, which ſeems to look to the whole 
matter contained in the Act; and how far that will involve 
the Swearers in approbation of the conditions after expreſſed, 
lad need to be cleared. | , 

The firſt condirion or Limitation, That whoſoever comes 
to the. Poſſeſſion of the Crown, that join in Communion wich 
the Church of end is ſo flat and plain, that little needs 
to be ſaid about it by a Profeſſed Scots Presbyterian: The nexx, 
but one, That the Suegeſſor ſhall not go out of Britain ard 
Leland, without conſent ofparhiiment, ig-4 N of tlie 
Soveraign, without any fault committed, an puts him in 
ſome caſes in harder circumſtances than the loweſt of his Sub 
jects: And in the Family of Hanover, maybe, for any thing 
know, inconſiſtents with prior Oaths they are under. The 
next Limitation bears very hard upon all our Neighbouts 
roundabout us, and deprives the Subjects of theſe, Kin dos. 
of heir help in many-cafes, when we may need it. It ſcems- 
very unjuſt upon our own Country Men Born in Förreian 
places. The next is. like wiſe in many caſes unſafe; Boch far 
Prince and peoples. The laſt Limitathon is the largeſt 'of; all, - 


de ald Hierarchy, and all the 
ocher Laws, and an Obligation upon all Thferiour Officers to 
Execute them; And I am ſure its but few of the Swearers of 
this Oath that know them or x vhatis in them. When one 


When once 
- | 2 — 12 e 1 e Fo E:**'i's: 43 
you acquaint me with your mind, anent᷑ thir. Limirations; 1 
Mall be more particular upon each of: them, think matter 
diſcovers it ſelf to me upon each of them almoſt, thliar might 
ſtraiten either an Engliſhman on So. ſman, to give his — 
e ln 1 WY : 7 . rn : 
and approbation of them upon Oath; Fonly now add, That 


there ſeems a claſhing between their Limpitations and the ab- 


ſolute over-making to the Succeſſor, thè Crown and alt e 
Dignities aud Prerogatiues; Power; Iuriſdiction, and many” 
other big Words, in the cloſe ot tbe firft Paragraph of thus 
AQ; how thele are made over, and yet the Succeſſor: langledt 
and ſtraitned, as he ſeems te be, by the after conditions, I can. 
# ; not | 


8 9. | 
not unriddle : and I n very wel, that this Ac and 
thir Limitations were made in Exgland, when the Parliament 
and King William were at ſome variance, and ſeverals of 
them, as was then ſa id, were Calculated, ſo as they might re- 
flect upon, and grate that excellent Prince. But enough of 
this third General Head of Remarks. | 1 | 
Fh, I ought next to conſider this Oath's obliging the 
Swearer to defend &c. the Sacceſſion, as it ſtands Entailed on 
Princeſs Sophia, and her Heir, being Proteſtant,. Presbyterian 
Minifters are ſo cordially inclined to a Protſtaut Saucceffor, and 
have expreſſed their Inelinatipns for the Houſe of Hanover, 
fo plaialy,ia their AQ of the laſt . cited before, that 
you may juſtly expect they will have but few Difficulties 
anent this part, materially conſidered: But as it comes in as 
a part of this Oath, you may remark, 1, That it ſeems then 
ſeaſonable, and not till then to ſwear ſo peremptorly to that 
Family, when once they have taken the Oaths required by 
Law of them; Prayers and all good Offices to them, as de- 
clared Sucteſſors, is all in Reaſon they can expect, before they 
aQually come in under the Coronation Oath. Eſpecially, 20%. 
Since thete is a Reſolution talked of in one, if not both Houſes 
of Parliament, That it ſhall be Treaſon to ſay, that Queen A un and 
Parliament, have 20t Power to alter the ducceſſon. It ſeems Time 
enough then for him that fears an Oath to ſwear, when the 
Succeſſion does actually take effect, leaſt the Parliament when 
they ſuſtain themſelves in a Capacity to alter the Sacrefion, by 
executing: this Power, leave us to anfwer for our own unſea 
ſonable and haſty Oath, and in that caſe T know not how 
the Takers can get clear of it. And 3H, By this Oath we 
' ſeem to have given Allegiance to them, and become their 
Subjects when they Succeed , tho* they Thould not take our 
_ Coronation Oath; The Engle indeed hare provided well for 
themſelves, but left us ie open in the frame of this 
Oath, all the Condition in this latter part is, being Proteſtants, 
they may be ſo, & not take our CoranationO ath, and in that caſe 
the (A,) in its common ſenſe will be a Relief to the Fneliſb 
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Church and Nation; but we have none. I might add, that 


we have yet no Publick evidences that the Houle of Hanover, 
will go into all their Limtations,or that they will change therr 
Religion for a Crown: And I humbly think ics Time 


enough, when once they have declared themſelves content to 
part with the Lutherian Errors, to take this matterial Oath of Allegiance to 
tiemif they ſhould quite theſe,& turn to the Communion of theChurch of Scot» 
land, as by Law eſtabliſh'd ;, I doubt if the Engliſh would reckon themlelves 
by tuis Oath, obliged to receive them as ducceſſors: And this ſeems very hard 
upon te Pr esbyterian Spear ers of it, Thus | have given you my Remarks 
upon this Oath, withall freedom and fincerity 5 many of theſe things ſtick 
with me, and till ye help me out of thir Difficulties, 1 cannot ſee how a Mi- 
niſter can take it heartily and truely, or when its impoſed with ſo ſevere an- 
nexcd Penalties and inhabiles, how can he do it willingly ? Let us put the 
Caſe, the Government left it to the Will and liking of every Mimkter, to 
take it, or not take it, and had annexed no Diſhability or Fine, I doubt, if 
it would be gens rally fallen into; and how it may be gone into, from Fear 
and the View of Diihability, and yet be ſworn to, heartily and willingly „I 
know not: And fince the the Abjuratory and Promiſſory Part of our Qath, 
is of perpe tual Obligation, and we have need to ook before us, what may hap- 
pznibefore we call inGOD'sName in thir things ; let me proſect ſome ſe yy 
Cales that my happen, that I may bave your T houghtsof the Duty of Ju- 
rors, it they ſhould fall out, and none of them are impoflible, 17. Let me 
put the Caſe, That upon the Queen's Demiſe and Princels Sophia's, the pres 
feat Elector of Hanover teſule to change the Principles he is educate in, 
and to joyn in Communion with the Church of England, or to engage never 
to make a Viſit to Germante, without allowance of Parliament, and the En- 
gliſh refuſe Subjection to kim, as thinki: g by the AS,in their Oath, they are 
at Freedom from Allegiance to him, when he goes not into their Limitations 
and Conditions. In this Caſe he requires the | Jurors, who pretend the 
AS, is their Senfe, relates only to the Succeſlion aud Entail, to ſupp-'rt 
maintain and defend him as Succeſſor ; are they not obliged. by Qath to this 
0%. Let us ſuppoſe the Princeſs Sophia, born and educited. in Scorland,and. 
from her Regard to our Conſtitution declared by our Scots Laws, to be ag» 
cording to, and founded upon the Word of GOD; or her Son, profels theat- 
ſelves of the Communion of the Church of Scotland, and offer to joyn with 
us, and therefore are oppoſed by England; are the Juros hexe, by any thing 
in this, oblige to maintain the ſaid Succeffors,pppoſed upon the Account o 
their Re ſpeèt to this Church? or may not the Church of England pretend, 
That we are obliged by our Oath, to joyn with. them, and expell them, and call 
in the next Heir, being Proteſtant, that will.joyn. with the Church ob England? 
. 3dly, Suppoſe the ſaid Perſons are content to quite the, Zutherian Comes 
munion, and join with that of the Church of Exgland, as nearer to it, in tae 
teal Sacrifices, Images, and Chappels, and Liturgics, and refuſe to take our 


Gig: 


Coronation Oath, and ſwear to cur reſerved Rights, as inconſiſtent with the 
Safety of the Church of Exgland, or inclining to have all their Subjects of 
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one Communion, and under the thoughts of the Exgliſb Maxi m: No Biſhop, 
no King; in that caſe, are not Scots Jurors already bound to own the Suc- 


eeſſors Authority, and maintain, and ſwn7nort, and defend him, againſt af 


Perſons whatſomever,4thly.Let.us ſuppoſe ali the Heirs of the Princeſs Sophia, 
being Prateftants, die except two Daughters, and the Eldeſt Married to x 


Proteſt ant Prince, and the other a Child, (the Prince as once we ſaw) 
comes over, and with the Heir, with much Expences and hazard, and his 


Conſort is Queen, By this Oath are the Jurors obliged not to own him as 


King? Or put the caſe more plainer, his Conſort dyes, and he is fit for the 


Government, is it a Breach of this Oath to own him as King,while the next 


Heir is a Child, and under Nonage? Caſes much agreeable to this have 
- been, 1007 There is a Reſolution of the Parliament, That it s Treaſon 
to Jay the Queen and Parliament cannot alter the Succeſſion, ſo its no Trea- 
i fon to ſuppole they may alter it; for inſtance, to the next Proteſtant Cal. 
viniſt Family of Pruſſia, and in this caſe, are not Jurors ſworn to oppoſe 
\ this, and adhere to the Houſe of Henover, and oppoſe, their own Repre- 
ſentatives, and defend and ſupport the preſent Entail. 6thly, Let us put a- 
.czother caſe, which the LORD prevent, that the Pretender come over and 
-Qonguer theſe Lands with the help of Fance, and while Papi, as his Fa- 
ber was, be-Proclaimed Niog, and owned by a Brett Parliament: -1 
ep will not beLawful to any Juror to owa him or his as King, 24. long 
28 any ofthe Family of Hanover, being Prote Tauts, are alive? Hut let mc 
put the caſe a little otherwile, and it may come to be harder, 1. Let me 
ſuppoſe, which I never expect, that the Pretender turn a Hearty Pro- 
22 and is convinced of the evil of the Fensh Government, and is called 
over by a Britifh Parliament? or to give it all the force it may have, ſup- || 
* Preteft;zt Line of Hanover be extinct, and the Pretender ſet up 
g Proteftant, and be Choſen King, will it not be Perjury in any Juror 
ever to own him as King, or ſwear Allegiance to him? Thir Suppoſitions 
Will appear leſs out of the Road, that three Generations of Princes are cut 
off in leſs than a Years time, not far off. Once more, laſſly, Let me ſuppoſe, 
That England turn weary of an United State with Scotland, and find it for 
their advantage to quite us, and we R to our old ſeparat State, ſome 
way or other, and the Eflates of Scotland find out means to Pitch upon a 
Prince: out of: the Family of Hanover being Proteſtant, and diſtin from 
England, nnd the Elector of Hanover is upon the Erglis Throne, are not 
all the Takers of this Oath perjured if they cleive not to the Succeflion 2 
'Thir-caſes are not merally 1 other caſes of the like Niture, and 
that even in the Lifetime of the preſent Jurors, and certainly the fluctu- 
ating changeable Nature of Humane ffftits, and the different. Intereſt that 
rag Parties may make in theſe Lands, which may interficr with this 
ath, ſhould be conſidered, and the thoughts of them cannot but make me 


very averſe from all Publick Oaths, of the intricacie and Dubiouſneſs this 
Invelves, © e Kul 


7 : N1 . -- This, fromYyur humble w—_ 


